By: FIJI ROADS AUTHORITY

In recent months, the Northern
Division has been a hub of activity
as the Fiji Roads Authority (FRA)
continues to carry out essential
roading infrastructure projects aimed at
improving road conditions and boosting
connectivity for both rural and urban
communities. With a focus on road
resealing, new culvert crossings, and
key rural road upgrades, these works
are part of a broader commitment
to deliver safer and more reliable
transport networks across the region.

Efforts by the Fiji Roads Authority to
enhance urban road access in Labasa
have resulted in major improvements
along Main Street, which is now safer
and more accessible for all road
users. FRA has also upgraded the
Labasa Hospital Road, providing
much-needed relief for motorists
and ensuring smoother access for
emergency vehicles. However, the
focus hasn't only been on urban roads.

FRA has extended its work into
rural areas, improving access to
villages, farm roads, and remote
communities. These efforts support
farmers in  transporting  produce
to markets, help students travel
to school safely, and strengthen
connections between people, services,
and opportunites —  ultimately
improving the overall quality of life.

ROAD IMPROVEMENTS

Road improvement works play a vital
role in ensuring better access and
smoother travel for all road users.
These improvements not only support
the daily movement of communities
but also contribute to economic activity,
emergency access, and overall safety.
By focusing on essential maintenance
and upgrades, the FRA is committed
to providing reliable and safer roads
for motorists. FRA successfully carried
out essential roading improvements
in the Northern Division as follows:

e 1950 meters of Labasa Hospital
Road resealed.

® 900 meters of Labasa town Main

Street asphalt overlay.
e 600 meters of  Wainiveitala
Settlement Road in Savusavu

improved by carrying out drainage
works, reshaping the road crossfall,
and gravelling.

e 2500 meters of Savudrodro Farm
Road in Savusavu improved
by carrying out drainage works,
reshaping the road crossfall, and
gravelling.

e 300 meters of Nakabuta Settlement
Road in Savusavu improved
by carrying out drainage works,
reshaping the road crossfall, and
gravelling.

e 15000 meters of Wainikoro Road,
14,500 meters of Nabouwalu Road,
16,950 meters of Lakeba/Visoqo
Road, and 7,400 meters of Natewa
West Coast Road excavated and
cleared; water channels and high
shoulders removed.

e 1500 meters of Nayarabale Road,
420 meters of Baleyaganiga Village
Access Road, and 1,000 meters of
Natabe Road underwent unsealed
rehabilitation works.
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ROAD RESEALING WORKS

(UNSEALED TO SEALED
UPGRADES)

Several roads across the Northern
Division  have been  upgraded
from unsealed to sealed surfaces,
significantly improving their durability
and driving conditions. These resealing
works are essential in preventing
further deterioration, reducing dust and
erosion, and providing a smoother and
safer experience for all road users.

Several school frontages have
recently been upgraded to improve
access, road durability, and safety for
students. Over the past few months,
four schools have benefited from these
improvements, bringing much-needed
relief to students and the surrounding
communities. At Nasavusavu Public
School, more than 120 meters
of road have been upgraded,
directly benefiing 380 students.

Head Teacher Mr. Jimi Delaivoni
expressed his gratitude, noting
that the previous road was narrow,
in poor condition, and particularly
difficult during the rainy season.

“We are so happy and thankful
to the Fiji Roads Authority for
reaching out to rural schools.
This is a great initiative, and we
truly welcome the road upgrade.
Our students can now walk safely
to school, even during rainy
weather, as the new sealed road
has greatly improved accessibility
and transportation,” he  said.

Korotolutolu Primary School frontage
in Seagaga also received an upgrade,
with 310 meters of road now sealed.
Community member Ms. Laisa
Lalawai, who lives directly opposite
the school, shared her appreciation.

“The road was very dusty before
and the dust would settle on the
school corridors, but now it has
brought so much relief and we
thank FRA for this,” she said.

The following roads have undergone
substantial upgrades to improve access
for surrounding communities:

e 1,260 meters of Buca Bay Road,
Savusavu — Upgraded to seal
(works ongoing).

180 meters of Buca Primary School
Road, Savusavu — Upgraded to seal.

200 meters of Yaroi Village Road,
Savusavu — Upgraded to seal.

e 400 meters of Drekeniwai Village
Road, Savusavu (frontage) -
Upgraded to seal (works ongoing).

e 200 meters of Natewa Village Road,
Savusavu (frontage) — Upgraded to
seal (works ongoing).

e 120 meters of Nasavusavu Public
School Road, Savusavu (frontage) —
Upgraded to seal (works ongoing).

e 310 meters of Navidamu Road in
Macuata Province  (Korotolutolu
Primary School frontage) — Upgraded
with chip sealing.

e 296 meters of Navidamu Road in
Macuata Province (Primary School
frontage) — Upgraded with chip
sealing.

e 740 meters of Valebasoga Road,
Labasa — Upgraded with chip sealing
(works ongoing).

NEW CULVERT CROSSINGS

Culvert crossings play a vital role in
improving road safety and accessibility,
especially in rural areas. Culverts
prevent  flooding, erosion, and
waterlogging that can damage road
surfaces and make travel dangerous.
In remote communities, culvert
installations ensure that roads remain
passable during heavy rains, enabling
children to reach schools, health
centers, markets, and other essential
services without disruption. These
crossings not only protect the integrity
of rural roads but also provide safer and
more reliable connections for vehicles
and pedestrians alike, supporting
daily life and economic activities.

Over the past three months, the
Northern Division has been actively
working  within ~ communities  to
construct culvert crossings that have
greatly improved access and safety for
villagers and surrounding settlements.
Below are some of the culvert
crossings that have been completed:

Construction of culvert crossing at
Wairiki, Navakuru Road, Suweni
(15-meter reinforced concrete deck
with 10-meter approach slabs).

Construction of culvert crossing at
Bagasau Village, Bagasau Road,
Savusavu  (25-meter  reinforced
concrete  deck with  10-meter
approach slabs).

e Construction of culvert crossing at
Kacidavui, Bagasau Road, Savusavu
(15-meter reinforced concrete deck
with 20 meters).

e Construction of culvert crossing
at Dakuniba Village, Cakaudrove
(15-meter reinforced concrete deck
with 5-meter approach slabs).

e Construction of culvert crossing
at Natuvu, Viani Bay, Cakaudrove
(16-meter reinforced concrete deck
with 15 meters).

e Construction of culvert crossing at
Nabilodra, Namuavoivoi Road, Bua
(37-meter reinforced concrete deck
with 20-meter approach slabs).

RURAL ROAD UPGRADES

Upgrades to several rural roads
have greatly enhanced access for
remote communities, schools, and
agricultural areas. The ongoing works—
including road widening, gravelling,
and surface strengthening—are
aimed at ensuring safer, more reliable
travel throughout the year. For many
residents, these improvements are
not only easing daily commutes but
also creating economic opportunities
by making it easier to transport
produce and reach essential services.

Below are some of the rural roads
currently undergoing upgrades
under the Rural Roads Program:

® Nasau Navigiri Road, Bua — Clearing
works.

e Savusavuitaga Nasealevu Road,
Macuata — Drainage and gravelling
works ongoing.

e Nasasa Nadogo Valovoni Road,
Macuata — Culvert upgrading works
(timber crossing replaced with culvert

pipes).

® Construction of new road in Lea
Vunilagi, Navatu,  Cakaudrove
(in conjunction with Public Works
Department) — FRA is carrying out
gravelling works.

e Construction of new road in Wailevu
Salia, Tunuloa, Cakaudrove (in
conjunction with  Public Works
Department) — FRA is carrying out
gravelling works.

These road upgrades are part of
ongoing efforts to improve and
maintain  road conditions  across

the Northern Division. In addition to
sealing and upgrading roads, teams
are continuously working on other
essential tasks such as removing
high shoulders (raised edges along
the road that trap water), clearing and
cleaning water channels to improve
drainage, and maintaining bridges
to ensure safe and reliable travel.

These routine works are vital to
keeping roads in good condition,
especially during the rainy season,
and ensuring that communities remain
connected to essential services.



